CRITICAL THINKING WORKSHEET FOR DISCUSSING YA FICTION

Consider the questions below about each category to help you decide on a score for each,
leading to an overall score for the book.

Appeal – judge a book by its design if not the cover!
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Did the book’s cover (text, colouring and imagery) appeal?
Did the cover suitably reflect the content?
Did the blurb grab your attention?
Was the font (lettering style) easy to read?
Did you find the spacing of words and lines made it easy to read?
Would you recommend the book to a friend?

Literary Quality
5
Did the book get you thinking?
Did the book help you to ‘step into someone else’s shoes’?

Is the book ‘fresh’ in terms of its story rather than being a copy or similar to another story?

Plot
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Is the plot memorable?
Does the author make it easy to visualise by using strong imagery?
Do you approve of the ending?
Did the story have a good mix of action and description?
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Characters
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Did the teenage characters appear realistic?
Could you identify personalities in the characters similar to those of your peers?
Did the characters develop as the story progressed?
Did the dialogue reflect how teenagers speak to each other?

Content and style
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Did the story deal with issues that teenagers face or are concerned with in their daily lives?
Did you feel trusted as a reader to explore these issues with the characters in a way that teenagers
would discuss?
Did you feel immersed in the story and interested in how things would work out for the
characters?
Did you develop a strong emotional response to any of the characters?

Follow-up exercise:
Use your thoughts from discussing the book to rate it for the Great Reads Award.
Go online to https://greatreadsaward.com/ratings-forms/ and have your say.
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